[Date]
RE: Transportation Legislation
Dear [Senator or Representative _____________________],

I belong to a local commercial real estate organization known as Building Owners and Managers Association of Atlanta (BOMA-Atlanta). BOMA-Atlanta is part of a statewide coalition that has worked with other organizations, including the Georgia Chamber of Commerce; the Association County Commissioners of Georgia; the Regional Business Coalition, Georgians for Better Transportation; and the Atlanta Regional Commission, to develop a consensus Regional Transportation Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (T-SPLOST) proposal that we all support.
Your leadership and efforts are appreciated and the outcome is very important. We have supported a regional referendum for transportation for three years. This is all about jobs for metro Atlanta and other parts of the state. Gov. Perdue’s studies by McKinsey consultants showed this could help increase employment by 400,000 jobs over the next 10 to 15 years.
These are issues that we’d like to see addressed in a bill to help ensure a (T-SPLOST) can pass with the voters: 

· Project selection
Strong regional input on the selection and approval of the list of transit/road projects is critical with appropriate state oversight. Citizens need to know that their local elected officials are supportive of the best regional solutions.

· Transit maintenance and operations

Transit maintenance and operations must be included in the list of allowable project expenditures.

· Local vs. regional project funding

Counties should be allowed to keep part of the regional sales tax for local transportation projects but this amount should be limited to 10%. Some legislators wanted 25% but this would make big regional projects difficult to finance. Taxes raised in the region STAY in the region!
· Referendum date

The timing for a regional referendum to approve the sales tax should be flexible within limits so that local leaders can identify the best time to bring this issue to the polls. Some have suggested, for example, that referenda be permitted no earlier than the first eligible date in 2011 and no later than the last eligible date in 2012.
Finally, we support the governor’s proposal to allow MARTA to spend more of their current penny sales tax on maintenance and operations to prevent shutdowns on weekends or more service cuts. Current state law will not allow MARTA to spend more than half the penny on maintenance and operations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Very best,

[Signature Block]
